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Section A: Headline Information 

Module title Women in Medieval Europe 

Module NFQ level (only if an NFQ level 
can be demonstrated) 

8 

Module number/reference TBC  

Module Co-ordinator Dr Margaret Murphy 

Parent programme(s)  BA (Honours) in English and History 

Stage of parent programme 

3 and 4 

Note: This elective module will be offered to both Stage 3 and 4 
learners and will run in alternate years with ‘Making a living in 
Medieval Ireland’ 

Semester (semester1/semester2 if 
applicable) 

1 

Module credit units (FET/HET/ECTS) ECTS 

Module credit number of units 5 

List the teaching and learning modes Lectures, seminars, fieldtrip, web- facilitated learning  

Entry requirements (statement of 
knowledge, skill and competence) 

Successful completion of Stage 3 of the programme or equivalent is 
required.   

Pre-requisite module titles N/A 

Co-requisite module titles N/A 

Is this a capstone module? (Yes or No) No 

Specification of the qualifications 
(academic, pedagogical and 
professional/occupational) and 
experience required of staff (staff 
includes workplace personnel who are 
responsible for learners such as 
apprentices, trainees and learners in 
clinical placements)   

Module co-ordinators must have a minimum Level 9 qualification in 
History.    

Maximum number of learners per 
module 

35  

Duration of the module 1 semester 

Average (over the duration of the 
module) of the contact hours per week 
(see * below) 

2 

Module-specific physical resources and 
support required per centre (or 
instance of the module) 

Small teaching room equipped with IT resources and WIFI.  
Support for fieldtrip to National Museum.  

Analysis of required learning effort 

*Effort while in contact with staff  
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22 1:15   8 1:15 

 95: 

Seminar 
Prep: 12 
hours 
Presentation 
Prep: 8 
hours  

Exam Prep: 
20 hours  

Self-directed 
reading: 55 

  125 hours 

 

Allocation of marks (within the module) 
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Percentage contribution 40%    60% 100% 

 

Section B: Module Descriptor 

Rationale for Inclusion of 
the Module in the 
Programme and its 
Contribution to the 
Overall IPLOs  

This elective module offers learners the opportunity to augment the understanding 
and knowledge of medieval Europe gained at Stage 1.  
 
The module allows learners to explore the medieval period with a focus on women 
as a group and as individuals, with the ability to make their own histories. By 
developing the skills needed to unravel those histories, learners learn to apply the 
methods of gender history and as a result are better equipped to understand the 
wider processes and structures of the past. 
 
With its focus on the use and evaluation of primary sources and presentation of 
research results, the module equips learners with the skills and competencies 
needed for their Stage 4 Dissertation. 



 
The museum visit and artefact evaluation will assist in the development of 
transferable skills and will tie-in with aspects of the career practice modules.  
 
The group presentation will expand their soft skills of communication, collaboration 
and team work. 

Module Aims and 
Objectives  

This module examines women’s place in the political, religious, social, economic and 
legal history of medieval Europe. While making learners aware of the variety of 
boundaries that confronted women, it seeks to challenge preconceived notions of 
medieval women as powerless pawns with few avenues for self-expression and 
public recognition. Learners will learn how women were perceived and lived in 
medieval society through case studies and access to a wide range of primary sources 
including art, artefacts and literature. A further aim is to introduce learners to the 
historiographical debates arguments and interpretations concerning medieval 
women.  

Minimum Module 
Learning Outcomes   

On successful completion of this module, learners should be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of a wide variety of historiographical debates, 
arguments and interpretations concerning medieval women. (MIPLO 1, 2)  

2. Critically evaluate competing interpretations and opinions and form 
conclusions of their own. (MIPLO 3, 4, 5)  

3. Draw on existing skills and develop enhanced skills in the critical evaluation 
of primary sources and material culture. (MIPLO 2, 3, 7)  

4. Participate fully in class discussion and debate and confidently present 
information and interpretation in structured presentations. (MIPLO 5, 6, 8) 

Information Provided to 
Learners about the 
Module  

College Prospectus specifies module name, stage and ECTS. 
 
College website and programme handbook to contain (in addition to above) short 
description of module content, module learning outcomes, prerequisite modules, 
and assessment mechanisms. 
 
Module handbook to contain (in addition to above) schedule of classes and topics, 
detailed assessment information with titles and submission dates, full bibliography 
and list of learning resources. 
 
Diploma Supplement contains module name, code, stage and ECTS. 

Module Content, 
Organisation and 
Structure  

The following topics will be covered in lectures and seminars  
  

• Ideas about women – Christian teachings and classical learning  

• The lifecycle – family, marriage and old age  

• Women and work – rural and urban occupations  

• Women and the church – religious lives, crusades, heresy, lay piety 

• Women and power – noblewomen and queens  

• Women and words – education, writing and patronage   
Each topic will be covered by a lecture and a seminar. Lectures will introduce the 
topic and discuss the historiography and current areas of debate. Seminars will focus 
on detailed reading and analysis of primary sources and examination of appropriate 
case studies.  



 
A fieldtrip will be arranged to visit the National Museum of Ireland’s medieval 
collection where learners will locate and study artefacts associated with women in 
medieval Ireland. 

Module Teaching and 
Learning Strategy  

There will be a maximum of 35 learners taking this module which will facilitate 
learner engagement, group work and one-to-one feedback. 
 
Learners will play an increasingly important role in determining the structure and 
content of the seminars. Learners will prepare for each seminar and will be expected 
to participate fully in seminar discussion and debate. Unseen primary sources will be 
produced for group discussion. Evaluative skills will be built up over the duration of 
the course so that by the end, learners are confident in locating, describing and 
assessing primary material. At each seminar up to five learners will deliver a group 
presentation on a predetermined topic and take questions from the class. Their 
powerpoint slides will then be available to the class group through Moodle.   
 
The fieldtrip, organised at an early stage in the module will contribute to social 
learning and group cohesion thus facilitating collaboration and groupwork.  

Work-Based Learning 
and Practice-Placement  

N/A 

E-Learning  Moodle used for teaching resources and for learners to upload and share 
presentations and videos. 
 
Learners are encouraged to access and use the wealth of information and resources 
on the internet.  

Specifications for 
Module Staffing 
Requirements  

Staff:Learner ratio is typical of the overall programme approach with a maximum of 
35 learners. 

Staffing requirements: 1 lecturer with teaching and/or research competence in the 
relevant area. 

Module Summative and 
Formative Assessment 
Strategy  

Summative: 
 
Proctored written examination 
A two-hour exam in which learners answer two questions, one to be a document 
question (60%). This will test achievement of MMLOs 1-3. 
 
Continuous Assessment 
A group presentation delivered at a seminar (20%) This will test achievement of 
MMLO 4.  
 
A 500-750 word report or ten minute video on an artefact (20%) This will test 
achievement of MMLO 3.  

Sample Assessment 
Materials  

Sample Examination Question 
 
Document Question 
Extract from: Christine de Pizan, The Treasure of the City of Ladies 
Of the wives of artisans and how they ought to conduct themselves. 



a) Provide background information on the author and the work of literature. 
(20%) 

b) Summarise what the source extract tells us about gender relations and 
family life in medieval towns. (20%) 

c) Comment on the benefits and pitfalls of literature as a primary historical 
source (20%) 

d) Assess the opportunities available for female education and literary activity 
in medieval Europe (40%) 

 
Group Presentation 
Marks awarded as follows: 

• Evidence of teamwork (20%) 

• Appropriateness of material (20%) 

• Level of research evident (20%) 

• Standard of Presentation (20%) 

• Individual contribution (20%)  
 

Artefact Report or Video 
Marks awarded as follows: 

• Content (descriptive) - to include provenance, appearance and function 
(40%) 

• Content (analytic) – to include context, uniqueness, cultural significance, 
value as a primary source (40%) 

• Presentation (20%) 

Reading Lists and Other 
Information Resources  

Essential Reading: 
Amt, Emilie, Women’s Lives in medieval Europe: a sourcebook (London: Routledge, 
1995)  
  
Blamires, Alcuin and Karen Pratt, eds, Woman defamed and woman defended: an 
anthology of medieval texts (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1992) 
 
Ward, Jennifer, Women in Medieval Europe 1200-1500 (Harlow: Pearson, 2002) 
 
Other Reading: 
Bennett, Judith and Ruth Maso Karras, The Oxford handbook of women and gender 
in medieval Europe (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016) 
 
Dickens, Andrea Janelle, The Female Mystic: women thinkers of the middle ages. 
(London: Tauris, 2009) 
 
Dinshaw, C and D. Wallace, eds, The Cambridge Companion to Medieval Women’s 
Writing (Cambridge: CUP, 2003). 
 
Leyser, Henrietta, Medieval Women: a social history of women in England 450-1500 
(London: Phoenix, 2002) 
 
Sheehan, M., Marriage, family and law in medieval Europe (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1996) 
 
Websites 



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/women/womensbook.html 
Internet Women’s History Sourcebook 
http://epistolae.ccnmtl.columbia.edu/ 
A collection of letters to and from women in the Middle Ages, from the 4th to the 
13th century. Biographical sketches of the women are included  
https://blogs.commons.georgetown.edu/labyrinth/categories/women/  Links to 
resources for medieval women 
Essential Viewing: 
 
BBC Medieval Lives. Birth, Marriage and Death 
History Documentary hosted by Helen Castor, published by BBC in 2012  

 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/women/womensbook.html
http://epistolae.ccnmtl.columbia.edu/
https://blogs.commons.georgetown.edu/labyrinth/categories/women/

