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Section A: Headline Information 

Module title Literature of the Victorian Age 

Module NFQ level (only if an NFQ level 
can be demonstrated) 

8 

Module number/reference TBC  

Module Co-ordinator Dr James Heaney. 

Parent programme(s)  BA (Honours) in English and History  

Stage of parent programme 3 

Semester (semester1/semester2 if 
applicable) 

2 

Module credit units (FET/HET/ECTS) ECTS 

Module credit number of units 5 

List the teaching and learning modes Lectures 

Entry requirements (statement of 
knowledge, skill and competence) 

Successful completion of Stage 2 of the programme or equivalent is 
required.   

Pre-requisite module titles N/A 

Co-requisite module titles N/A  

Is this a capstone module? (Yes or No)  No 

Specification of the qualifications 
(academic, pedagogical and 
professional/occupational) and 
experience required of staff (staff 
includes workplace personnel who are 
responsible for learners such as 
apprentices, trainees and learners in 
clinical placements)   

Module co-ordinators, lecturers and tutors must have a minimum 
Level 9 qualification in English    

Maximum number of learners per 
module 

35 

Duration of the module 1 Semester 

Average (over the duration of the 
module) of the contact hours per week 
(see * below) 

2 

Module-specific physical resources and 
support required per centre (or 
instance of the module) 

Lecture Hall, Small Groupwork Room, Library, IT resources (Moodle, 
Internet, Camera/video-recording device). 

Analysis of required learning effort 

*Effort while in contact with staff  
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24 1:15      101   125 hours  

 

Allocation of marks (within the module) 
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Percentage contribution 40%   60% 100% 

 

Section B: Module Descriptor 

Rationale for 
Inclusion of the 
Module in the 
Programme and its 
Contribution to 
the Overall IPLOs  

Many features and characteristics of twenty-first century life in the West can be traced to 
the Victorian era. The Victorian Age is also the era in which modern understandings of 
literature – its aesthetic qualities and socio-political ‘functions’ – find their source.  As 
such, building on the knowledge learners gained through introductory modules on fiction, 
drama, and poetry at Stages One and Two, this module furthers the aims of the 
programme as a whole by developing learners’ knowledge and understanding of English 
literature in this key transitional period of European letters and society The deeply 
reflective nature of much Victorian writing, and the emphasis placed on reflective learning 
in the modules assessment strategies, also aids learners’ personal and professional 
development in line with the stated objectives of the programme’s higher-level learning 
outcomes  

Module Aims and 
Objectives  

Ranging across the genres of fiction, poetry, drama, and criticism this module aims to help 
learners develop a critically-informed and imaginative approach to the analysis of Victorian 
literature which is founded on detailed understandings of important contemporary social 
and political developments, and key critical contexts and debates.  

Minimum Module 
Learning 
Outcomes  

On successful completion of this module, learners should be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate a detailed understanding of a range of important works of Victorian 
literature across the genres of fiction, poetry, drama and criticism. (MIPLO 1, 2) 

2. Assess the relevance of contemporary artistic, social, and political developments 



to an understanding of prescribed works. (MIPLO 3, 4) 
3. Account for the extraordinary success of the novel form in this era. (MIPLO 4) 
4. Appraise the role of literature in the era as a means of personal and communal 

reflection and self-critique. (MIPLO 6, 7)    

Information 
Provided to 
Learners about the 
Module  

College Prospectus specifies module name, stage and ECTS. 
 
College website and programme handbook to contain (in addition to above) short 
description of module content, module learning outcomes, prerequisite modules, and 
assessment mechanisms. 
 
Module handbook to contain (in addition to above) schedule of classes and topics, detailed 
assessment information with titles and submission dates, full bibliography and list of 
learning resources. 
 
Diploma Supplement contains module name, code, stage and ECTS. 

Module Content, 
Organisation and 
Structure  

The first section of this module provides learners with an overview of the Victorian era 
with particular reference to contemporary England.  Making reference to key social, 
intellectual, and political developments, these classes highlight the extraordinary changes 
that England underwent in this period.  Particular reference is made to the life and writings 
of J.S. Mill as a means of illustrating the ambivalent nature of these changes, and the 
important role that literature played in helping Victorians come to terms with them.  
These classes also highlight the centrality of ‘The Woman Question’ in contemporary 
discourses, making reference to a range of contemporary women writers and political 
activists and (relatedly) by highlighting the particularly noteworthy developments in the 
novel in this era.  

The next section of the module focuses on literature composed during the early-to-mid 
period Victorian period.  Analysis of novels (by authors such as Charles Dickens, Charlotte 
Brontë, Emily Brontë, George Eliot), and poetry (by Robert Browning, Alfred Tennyson, and 
Mathew Arnold) considers how writers responded to the intellectual, social and political 
challenges of their day. 
 
Discussions of these works of fiction and poetry will be supplemented by analysis of critical 
writings by Victorian writers such as Thomas Carlyle, John Ruskin, Mathew Arnold, and 
John Henry Newman.  
 
The final section of this module turns to literature of the late Victorian period, which is 
analysed with reference to developments such as the aesthetic movement, imperialist 
discourses, and the woman’s movement.  Prescribed works include work by some the 
following authors: drama and criticism by Oscar Wilde and/or George Bernard Shaw, 
fiction by authors such as J. L. Stevenson, Thomas Hardy, and Rudyard Kipling. 

Module Teaching 
and Learning 
Strategy  

This module is taught through 24 lectures incorporating  groupwork sessions.  The 
teaching methods employed on this module involve detailed analyses of prescribed 
writings, documentaries on aspects of Victorian life and literature; and discussions of 
relevant critical literature. 

Work-Based 
Learning and 
Practice-
Placement  

Not applicable 



E-Learning  Web-facilitated learning will be utilised in the following ways on this module: Moodle will 
be used as a means of providing learners with detailed information concerning the aims 
and objectives of the module, assessments, and the content of individual lectures and 
tutorials. 

Moodle will also be used to provide learners with access to relevant video-recordings, 
online essay, journal and newspaper resources, and useful websites.   

Submissions and Assessment: Learner essays, quiz-work, short written assignments and 
presentations will also be processed through Moodle/Turnitin.    

Specifications for 
Module Staffing 
Requirements  

Staff:Learner ratio is typical of the overall programme approach with a maximum of 35 
learners 

Staffing requirements: 1 lecturer 

However, as a cross-programme module, additional staff will be required where the 
maximum number of learners exceed the resources available. 

Module 
Summative and 
Formative 
Assessment 
Strategy  

40% of the overall mark for this module will take the form of formative written 
assignments and various in-class activities.  The following is an indicative list of possible 
assignment types (MIMLO 1, 2):      

• Group-work (Weighting 10%) (a 5% group-mark, and 5% individual learner mark) 

• Reviews (500 words) of modern stage and film adaptations of Victorian literature 
(Weighting 10%) 

• Multiple-choice/short answer quizzes (weighting 5% each)  
 

The remaining 60% of the final mark for this module will take the form of a summative 
assessment: a 2 hour/2 question. (MIMLO 1, 2, 3, 4) 

Sample 
Assessment 
Materials  

Multiple Choice/Short Answer Quizzes will assess basic knowledge of prescribed works, 
important events and developments in the period.  
 
Group work presentations/Short written submissions/Reviews will relate to topics such 
as: analyses of prescribed works of literature; research-work into key cultural, social and 
political developments; film reviews; reviews of live performances. 
 
Sample Exam questions:  

1. ‘The transformative power of fiction goes to the heart of the Victorian concern 
with novel reading.  It was a practice which could consolidate one’s sense of 
belonging to a particular sector of society, which could reinforce religious or 
gender norms (…) On the other hand, it provided a space for exploring the self, 
trying out new thoughts, new possibilities in private.’ (Kate Flint) 

Do you agree? Discuss the transformative power of Victorian fiction with reference 
to Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre and/or Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights.  

2. ‘The first of the leading peculiarities of the present age is that it is an age of 
transition.  Mankind have outgrown old institutions and doctrines, and have not 
yet acquired new ones’.  (J.S. Mill, The Spirit of the Age)  

Consider how one or more of the Victorian critics you have studied on this course 
responded to the changes and challenges facing contemporary Victorian society in 
their writings. 

3. ‘The English are always degrading truths into facts.  When a truth becomes a fact, 



it loses all its intellectual value.’ (Oscar Wilde)   

Discuss Wilde’s ideas concerning the relationship between art and reality (or truth) 
with reference to his critical writings and/or The Importance of Being Ernest 
(1895).  

Reading Lists and 
Other Information 
Resources  

Essential Reading: 
Greenblatt, Stephen, et al, (eds), The Norton Anthology of English Literature: The Victorian 
Age, 9th edn (New York: WW Norton, 2018) 
 
Selected novels and plays by authors such as: Charles Dickens, Charlotte Brontë,  
Emily Brontë, J.L. Stephenson, Rudyard Kipling, Thomas Hardy, G.B. Shaw, and Oscar Wilde 
 
Other Reading: 
Gilbert, Sandra M., and Gubar, Susan, The Madwoman in the Attic:  The Woman Writer 
and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination (New Haven: Yale U.P, 2000) 
 
Hobsbawm, Eric, The Age of Capital 1848 – 1875 (New York, Vintage, 1996) 
 
-----, The Age of Empire 1875 – 1914 (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1987) 
 
Showalter, Elaine, A Literature of Their Own: From Charlotte Bronte to Doris     Lessing 
(London: Virago, 1999) 
 
Van Ghent, Dorothy, The English Novel – Form and Function (New York: Harper     and Row, 
1953) 
 
Walder, Denis (ed), The Realist Novel (London, Routledge, 2007) 
 
Wheeler, Michael, English Fiction of the Victorian Period 1830 – 1990, 2nd edn     (London: 
Routledge, 1994) 
 
Essential Viewing: 
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/nael9/section/volE/studyplan.aspx 
The Victorian – Their Story in Pictures (John hay/Jeremy Paxman, 2009 
http://www.victorianweb.org/ 
ejournals.ebsco.com 
www.jstor.org  

Module Physical 
Resource 
Requirements  

Lecture hall equipped with group work facilities. IT and library resources 

 

 

http://www.victorianweb.org/

