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Section A: Headline Information 

Module title Introduction to Literature 

Module NFQ level (only if an NFQ level 
can be demonstrated) 

8 

Module number/reference TBC  

Module Co-ordinator Dr. Eoghan Smith 

Parent programme(s)  BA (Honours) in English and History  

Stage of parent programme 1 

Semester (semester1/semester2 if 
applicable) 

1 

Module credit units (FET/HET/ECTS) ECTS 

Module credit number of units 5  

List the teaching and learning modes Lectures, tutorials, web- facilitated learning 

Entry requirements (statement of 
knowledge, skill and competence) 

None  

Pre-requisite module titles N/A 

Co-requisite module titles N/A 

Is this a capstone module? (Yes or No) No 

Specification of the qualifications 
(academic, pedagogical and 
professional/occupational) and 
experience required of staff (staff 
includes workplace personnel who are 
responsible for learners such as 
apprentices, trainees and learners in 
clinical placements)   

Module co-ordinators, lecturers and tutors must have a minimum 
Level 9 qualification in English.   

Maximum number of learners per 
module 

35  

Duration of the module 1 Semester 

Average (over the duration of the 
module) of the contact hours per week 
(see * below) 

2.33 

Module-specific physical resources and 
support required per centre (or 
instance of the module) 

Lecture Hall; Small Groupwork Room  

Analysis of required learning effort 

*Effort while in contact with staff  



Classroom 
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Mentoring and 
small-group 
tutoring 
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(specify) 

Directed 
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(hours) 

Independent 
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Other 
hours 
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learning 
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24 1:15 4 1:15   

 97 

Tutorial Prep: 8 
hours 
 
Continuous 
Assessment 
(Reading, 
research, 
planning and 
writing) 45 
hours 
 
Self-directed 
Reading: 45 
hours 

  125 hours  

 

Allocation of marks (within the module) 
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Percentage contribution 100%    100% 

 

Section B: Module Descriptor 

Rationale for Inclusion of 
the Module in the 
Programme and its 
Contribution to the 
Overall IPLOs  

This module is designed to introduce learners to a broad range of texts, stretching 
from the Renaissance to the contemporary period. It allows learners to engage with a 
variety of literary works that span the length and breadth of future English modules 
offered on their programme and to understand them in the context of their period. 
The module is a key foundational introduction to English at Carlow College. 

Module Aims and 
Objectives  

This module aims to provide learners with the ability to read literature in context. 

Learners are provided with a foundation for understanding the canon and canonicity, 

genre, form, period and literary history that they will encounter over the duration of 

their studies in English. Learners also prepare skills necessary for essay writing. A 



further objective of the module is to prepare learners for the genre courses in Stage 2 

Semester 2 and for more advanced study of different types of contextualization in the 

Stage 2 ‘Critical Approaches’ module. 

Minimum Module 
Learning Outcomes  

On successful completion of this module, learners should be able to: 
 
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key literary periods. (MIPLO 1, 2) 
2. Identify some canonical texts, authors, ideas, styles and terms characteristic of 

different periods. (MIPLO 1, 2) 
3. Explain how a literary text can be read in the context of its period. (MIPLO 3, 4) 
4. Employ close reading skills and offer sustained arguments in written form. (MIPLO 

3, 5, 7, 8) 

Information Provided to 
Learners about the 
Module  

College Prospectus specifies module name, stage and ECTS. 
 
College website and programme handbook to contain (in addition to above) short 
description of module content, module learning outcomes, prerequisite modules, and 
assessment mechanisms. 
 
Module handbook to contain (in addition to above) schedule of classes and topics, 
detailed assessment information with titles and submission dates, full bibliography 
and list of learning resources. 
 
Diploma Supplement contains module name, code, stage and ECTS. 

Module Content, 
Organisation and 
Structure  

The core primary texts for the course are: ’William Shakespeare, Titus Andronicus; 
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice; Selected poems by W.B. Yeats, H.D., Ezra Pound, T.S. 
Eliot; J.D. Salinger, The Cather in the Rye. 

The module covers the following topics through lectures: 

• Ways of reading: literature in context 

• The canon and canonicity 

• Renaissance: Shakespeare as the ‘universal writer’ and Titus Andronicus as 
Elizabethan Revenge Tragedy 

• 19th century novel: Pride and Prejudice  

• Victorianism to Modernism: selected poems 

• 20th Century novel: The Catcher in the Rye 
 
The structure of the course is designed to allow learners to read works by canonical 
writers, but also to understand those works in context. Lectures on Shakespeare, for 
instance, initially concentrate on the ‘universal themes’ of his work, before 
encouraging learners to understand the play from the perspective of Elizabethan 
theatrical tastes, genre and styles. Classes on Pride and Prejudice consider the novel 
within the context of development of prose writing in the 18th and early 19th 
centuries, realism as a style of thought in the period, and how the novel engages with 
social and gender issues of the period. Classes on late Victorian and Modernist poetry 
introduce learners to the rapid and experimental developments in poetic form, and 
are framed within the historical and aesthetic contexts of the period. Finally, learners 
read a canonical novel of the twentieth century that encapsulates the anxieties and 
tensions of its period.   
 



Learners will also engage with texts in tutorials to deepen learning, engage with the 
course themes, to practice close reading skills and to learn how to prepare and write 
essays. Topics covered in tutorials are: 
 

• Class discussion: the canon, universalism and periodization 

• Reading literature in context: locating and evaluating appropriate critical 
sources, and reading and using library and internet resources for English 

• Class debate on historicizing Shakespeare  

• Writing the assignment workshop: writing English at third level, compiling 
English bibliographies, developing an essay plan. 

Module Teaching and 
Learning Strategy  

Lectures:  
Lectures are the primary method for teaching module content to large groups. 
Learners are encouraged to contribute to lectures through dialogue with the lecturer. 
  
Tutorials: 
Tutorials allow for more in-depth discussion of concentrated topics in the areas 
outlined above. Tutorials are designed to reinforce concepts and terms encountered 
in lectures, and to give learners an opportunity to (a) contribute to the discussion in a 
small-group setting (b) to debate the issues (c) to prepare the writing of the first 
assignment. 
 
Each tutorial is designed to build on the previous class, so that learners will: have a 
clear understanding of how canons are formed; literary periodization; how to find, 
read and evaluate sources of contextual information (including internet resources; to 
develop debating, synthetic and judgement-forming skills; and to present informed 
ideas in written form. For example, learners in the class debate on historicizing 
Shakespeare will be expected to have found suitable secondary sources to 
substantiate and bolster their arguments.  
 
Learning in lectures and tutorials is subsequently reinforced through two continuous 
assessments.   

Work-Based Learning 
and Practice-Placement  

N/A 

E-Learning  Moodle used for teaching resources and for learners to upload and share, 
powerpoint, presentations and videos. 

Specifications for 
Module Staffing 
Requirements  

Staff:Learner ratio is typical of the overall programme approach with a maximum of 
35 learners 

Staffing requirements: 1 lecturer 

The maximum tutor:learner ratio is 20 

Module Summative and 
Formative Assessment 
Strategy  

There are two written assignments. The first assignment is formative and summative, 
while the second is summative and reinforces skills and competencies formed through 
the first assessment. 

Sample Assessment 
Materials  

Formative  

Learners workshop ways to teach a class on ways of reading Shakespeare.  



Summative  

Continuous Assessment 1: 50%. (MIMLOs 1, 3, 4) 

(500-750 word essay) Learners have to offer two different readings of Titus 
Andronicus, one from a ‘liberal humanist’ point of view and the other from an 
historicist point of view. Learners will have developed their ability to respond 
effectively to this assessment through tutorial workshops designed for that purpose.  

Continuous Assessment 2: 50% (MIMLOs 1, 2, 3, 4) 

(1,250-word essay) Learners outline the key aspects of at least two literary periods 
and compare and contrast styles, themes and ideas pertinent to their chosen literary 
periods. 
 
Assessment will be assessed using the Carlow College marking criteria (included in the 
Carlow College Regulations in Relation to Assessment and Standards).    
 
Sample answers are provided in Appendix 5. 

Reading Lists and Other 
Information Resources  

Essential Reading:  
William Shakespeare, Titus Andronicus 
 
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice 
 
W.B. Yeats, H.D., Ezra Pound, T.S. Eliot, selected poems 
 
J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye 
 
Other Reading: 
TBC 

Module Physical 
Resource Requirements  

Large lecture hall 
Small room suitable for group work  
Moodle VLE 
Library resources 

 


