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Section A: Headline Information 

Module title Critical Approaches to Literature 

Module NFQ level (only if an NFQ level 
can be demonstrated) 

8 

Module number/reference TBC  

Module Co-ordinator Dr. Eoghan Smith 

Parent programme(s)  BA (Honours) in English and History  

Stage of parent programme 2 

Semester (semester1/semester2 if 
applicable) 

1 

Module credit units (FET/HET/ECTS) ECTS 

Module credit number of units 5  

List the teaching and learning modes Lectures, tutorials, web- facilitated learning 

Entry requirements (statement of 
knowledge, skill and competence) 

Successful completion of Stage 1 of the programme or equivalent is 
required.   

Pre-requisite module titles N/A 

Co-requisite module titles N/A 

Is this a capstone module? (Yes or No) No 

Specification of the qualifications 
(academic, pedagogical and 
professional/occupational) and 
experience required of staff (staff 
includes workplace personnel who are 
responsible for learners such as 
apprentices, trainees and learners in 
clinical placements)   

Module co-ordinators, lecturers and tutors must have a minimum 
Level 9 qualification in English.   

Maximum number of learners per 
module 

35  

Duration of the module 1 Semester  

Average (over the duration of the 
module) of the contact hours per week 
(see * below) 

2.33 

Module-specific physical resources and 
support required per centre (or 
instance of the module) 

Lecture Hall; Small Groupwork Room  

Analysis of required learning effort 

*Effort while in contact with staff  
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24 1:15 4 1:15    97   125 hours  

 

Allocation of marks (within the module) 
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Percentage contribution 40%   60% 100% 

 

Section B: Module Descriptor 

Rationale for Inclusion of 
the Module in the 
Programme and its 
Contribution to the 
Overall IPLOs  

‘Critical Approaches’ is an important developmental English module within the 
English and History programme at Stage 2 as it builds on the foundational and genre 
courses taken in English at Stage 1. The module engages learners directly with 
varieties of literary criticism, and, in addition, builds their understanding of the 
history of literary criticism. The module is designed to further enable the 
transferable skills of textual and contextual interpretation within the English and 
History programme.  

Module Aims and 
Objectives  

This module aims to provide learners with the knowledge, skills and competencies to 
identify, differentiate and evaluate a number of different critical and theoretical 
approaches to literary texts, the theoretical origin of these critical approaches, how 
to use these approaches in the evaluation and interpretation of literature, and how 
these critical approaches might be applied to literature in English modules and on 
the wider English and History programme.  

Minimum Module 
Learning Outcomes  

On successful completion of this module, learners should be able to: 
 
1. Distinguish between different methods of literary criticism. (MIPLO 1) 
2. Interpret literary texts from a number of different critical and theoretical 

perspectives. (MIPLO 2, 3) 
3. Conduct an analysis of a literary text through a critical/theoretical framework. 

(MIPLO 3, 5, 8) 
4. Evaluate the merits/demerits of different forms of literary criticism. (MIPLO 4). 



Information Provided to 
Learners about the 
Module  

College Prospectus specifies module name, stage and ECTS. 
 
College website and programme handbook to contain (in addition to above) short 
description of module content, module learning outcomes, prerequisite modules, 
and assessment mechanisms. 
 
Module handbook to contain (in addition to above) schedule of classes and topics, 
detailed assessment information with titles and submission dates, full bibliography 
and list of learning resources. 
 
Diploma Supplement contains module name, code, stage and ECTS. 

Module Content, 
Organisation and 
Structure  

The module covers key areas of literary criticism. Indicative content is as follows: 

• Rationale for the class 

• Formalism 

• Structuralism  

• Individual feedback sessions on submitted assignments 

• Marxist criticism (including cultural materialism and historicist criticism) 

• Individual feedback sessions on submitted assignment 

• Feminism 

• Eco-criticism 

• Individual feedback sessions on submitted assignments 

• Class debate on literary criticism 

Module Teaching and 
Learning Strategy  

The module is conducted through a mixture of lectures, workshops and individual 
formative feedback sessions. Initial lectures concentrate on introducing learners to 
general practices around literary criticism. A key method here is to elicit what 
learners themselves know through group self-assessment so as to engender a 
culture of co-operation and self-directed learning. Lectures thereafter will typically 
consist of two hour blocks broken into two distinct classes. The first hour will be 
devoted to an overview of a particular form of literary criticism, its origins, main 
proponents, central themes and application. In the second hour, learners will work 
in groups or individually with input from the lecturer on the application of theory to 
a particular text, typically prose (short story, journalism, blog, etc.) or poetry 
(appropriate selections will be chosen from Shakespeare, Percy Shelley, Emily 
Dickinson, W.B Yeats, Jackie Kay among others). Occasionally, where appropriate, 
learners will work on elucidating a critical essay (such as selections from I.A. 
Richards, Roland Barthes ‘Death of the Author’ or Terry Eagleton’s ‘What is a 
poem?’).  
 
Fortnightly workshops will be used to develop critical skills and methods, and to 
prepare three short assignment pieces.  In week 11, learners will participate in a 
formative-learning class debate on the merits and demerits of forms of literary 
criticism (whether text-based, cultural, political, etc.). 

Work-Based Learning and 
Practice-Placement  

N/A 

E-Learning  Moodle used for teaching resources and for learners to upload and share, 
powerpoint, presentations and videos. 

Specifications for Module Staff:Learner ratio is typical of the overall programme approach with a maximum of 



Staffing Requirements  35 learners 

Staffing requirements: 1 lecturer 

The maximum tutor:learner ratio is 20. 

Module Summative and 
Formative Assessment 
Strategy  

The assessment strategy for this module is a mixture of continuous assessment and 
examination. Continuous assessment consists of three assignments that assesses 
learner understanding of literary criticism. These assignments will be marked quickly 
and feedback given to learners in weeks five, eight and ten on a one-to-one basis. It 
will be expected that learners will utilise prior learning from each feedback session 
and incorporate the research skills learned in the workshops. Overall understanding 
and application of literary criticism will be assessed by exam that is broken into two 
different sections to assess (1) knowledge and understanding of particular literary 
theories (2) learner ability to utilise literary criticism in the interpretation of a 
literary text. 

Sample Assessment 
Materials  

Continuous Assessment (formative and summative): 40% (MIMLOs 2, 3) 
Leaners write two formative 500-word short assignments testing knowledge and 
applicability of a critical approach to a literary text. Each assignment is worth 20%. 
Learners will be offered a choice to write on the following: 
 
Assignment 1: Formalism or Stucturalism  
Assignment 2: Marxism (cultural materialism or new historicism) 
Assignment 3: Feminism or Eco-criticism 
 
Exam (Summative): 60% (MIMLOs 1, 3, 8) 
Learners sit a two-hour two question exam worth 60%, typically asking them to (i) 
outline and evaluate the major theses of a particular form of literary criticism (ii) 
analyse an unseen poem from a particular theoretical perspective 

Reading Lists and Other 
Information Resources  

Essential Reading:  
Barry, Peter, Beginning Theory (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009) 
 
Barthes, Roland, ‘The Death of the Author’ (any edition) 
 
Bennett, Andrew and Nicholas Royle, An Introduction to Literature, Criticism and 
Theory (London: Routledge, 2009) 
 
Eagleton, Terry, How to Read a Poem (London: Wiley-Blackwell, 2006) 
 
Other Reading:  
Learners will be given selected passages from critical literary works to read. 

Module Physical Resource 
Requirements  

Large lecture hall, small room suitable for group work, Moodle VLE and library 
resources 

 


