
Nazi Germany and the Holocaust 

 

Section A: Headline Information 

Module title Nazi Germany and the Holocaust 

Module NFQ level (only if an NFQ level 
can be demonstrated) 

8 

Module number/reference TBC  

Module Co-ordinator Dr Thomas Mc Grath 

Parent programme(s)  BA (Honours) in Arts and Humanities 

Stage of parent programme 4 

Semester (semester1/semester2 if 
applicable) 

2 

Module credit units(FET/HET/ECTS) ECTS 

Module credit number of units 5 

List the teaching and learning modes Lectures,  seminars, web facilitated learning 

Entry requirements (statement of 
knowledge, skill and competence) 

Successful completion of Stage 3 of the programme or equivalent is 
required.    

Pre-requisite module titles Stage 4: History of Antisemitism to 1933 

Co-requisite module titles No 

Is this a capstone module? (Yes or No) No 

Specification of the qualifications 
(academic, pedagogical and 
professional/occupational) and 
experience required of staff (staff 
includes workplace personnel who are 
responsible for learners such as 
apprentices, trainees and learners in 
clinical placements)   

Module co-ordinators must have a minimum Level 9 qualification in 
History. 

Maximum number of learners per 
module 

60 

Duration of the module 1 Semester  

Average (over the duration of the 
module) of the contact hours per week 
(see * below) 

2 

Module-specific physical resources and 
support required per centre (or 
instance of the module) 

Lecture Hall with IT resources and WIFI.  

Analysis of required learning effort 

*Effort while in contact with staff  
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  125 hours  
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Percentage contribution 40%   60% 100% 

 

Section B: Module Descriptor 

Rationale for Inclusion of 
the Module in the 
Programme and its 
Contribution to the 
Overall IPLOs  

What is at issue in this module is the deliberate murder of six million European Jews 
during World War Two.  This systematic attempt to wipe out a complete race (under 
cover of the greatest war in human history) was a new low for humanity and is the 
most devastating event of its kind in world history.  

Module Aims and 
Objectives  

The course aims to examine the ‘world-view’ of the Nazis and to provide the learner 
with an in-depth introduction to the key historical, social, political and military events 
which resulted in the physical elimination of six million European Jews during World 
War Two. It will also consider the fate of other disapproved of minorities such as Roma 
and homosexuals in the Holocaust.  

Minimum Module 
Learning Outcomes  

On successful completion of this module, learners should be able to: 
 



1. Delineate the key historical, social, political and military events under Nazi 
rule as they relate to the persecution of the Jews and the Holocaust. (MIPLO 
1, 2) 

2. Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of Nazi racial ideology and the 
Holocaust. (MIPLO 1, 2, 3) 

3. Trace in detail the fate of Jews throughout Nazi occupied Europe. (MIPLO 1, 
2, 3, 4) 

4. Participate fully in class discussion and be able to critique a range of primary 
sources, Holocaust memoirs and filmed interviews with survivors. (MIPLO 3, 
5, 6, 7, 8) 

Information Provided to 
Learners about the 
Module  

College Prospectus specifies module name, stage and ECTS. 
 
College website and programme handbook to contain (in addition to above) short 
description of module content, module learning outcomes, prerequisite modules, and 
assessment mechanisms. 
 
Module handbook to contain (in addition to above) schedule of classes and topics, 
detailed assessment information with titles and submission dates, full bibliography 
and list of learning resources. 
 
Diploma Supplement contains module name, code, stage and ECTS. 

Module Content, 
Organisation and 
Structure  

The following themes will be covered in lectures and seminars:   

Hitler becomes Chancellor: his consolidation of power, and political and social impact 
in Germany, 1933-1939 

Antisemitism, the Nuremberg Laws and Kristallnacht: Germany 1933-1939 

Eugenics, ‘Euthanasia’ and the T4 gas campaign against people with disabilities 

The response of the Christian churches to the Nazis 

Nazi policy towards the Jews at the beginning of World War II. 

War in the East:  From mass murder – ‘the Holocaust by bullets’ to the Final Solution 

The Wannsee Conference and the Europe-wide extension of the Holocaust 

Poland, the Warsaw Ghetto, and Uprising in 1943 

Fate of the Jews in the countries of Hitler’s Europe 

Concentration Camps 

The six Death Camps: Chelmno, Treblinka, Sobibor, Belzec, Majdanek and Auschwitz 

Other minorities – Roma and homosexuals in the Holocaust 

The defeat of Nazi Germany: the Nuremberg Trials  

Module Teaching and 
Learning Strategy  

Formal lectures, using PowerPoint slides, supplemented by online digital resources to 
reinforce learning. The Lecturer will invite discussion, and  questions and answers in 
dialogue with the class.  
 
The learning strategy will include in-class reading of extracts from documents on the 
Holocaust (for example the Wannsee Conference protocols), war-time diaries (such 
as Victor Klemperer) and reviews of Holocaust memoir literature (such as Tomi 



Reichental) and of documentary film interviews with survivors (such as Claude 
Lanzmann’s Shoah).  These primary sources give learners a direct insight into the 
reality of the Holocaust from people who managed to escape death.  

Work-Based Learning and 
Practice-Placement  

N/A 

E-Learning  Moodle used for teaching resources and for learners to upload and share relevant 
material.  

Learners are encouraged to access and use the wealth of information and resources 
available on the internet from respected sites such as Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington DC and the official 
websites of concentration and death camps. 

Specifications for Module 
Staffing Requirements  

Staff:Learner ratio is typical of the overall programme approach with a maximum of 
60 learners 

Staffing requirements: 1 lecturer with teaching and/or research competence in the 
relevant area. 

Module Summative and 
Formative Assessment 
Strategy  

Summative: 

Continuous Assessment 

1. A review of two memoirs of the Holocaust (40%). 1,250 words. 

OR 

2. A review of filmed eyewitness accounts of the Holocaust (40%). 1,250 words. 

Proctored written examination. 

A two-hour examination in which learners answer two questions, one of which may 
be a document question (60%). This will test achievement of MIMLOS 1-3. 

Sample Assessment 
Materials  

One essay for CA worth 40%. Sample essays: 
 
Essay: Write a review of two Holocaust survivor memoirs, one of which must be Tomi 
Reichental, I was a boy in Belsen (Dublin: O’Brien Press, 2011)  
 
OR 
 
Essay: Write a review of Claude Lanzmann’s ‘Shoah’.   
 
Exam questions: 
Answer two questions in proctored examination worth 60%. Sample questions: 
 
Why did Hitler hate the Jews? 
 
To what extent were the German people complicit in the Nazi persecution of the Jews 
(1933-1945)? 

Reading Lists and Other 
Information Resources   
 

Essential Reading: 



Browning, Christopher, The origins of the Final Solution: the evolution of Nazi Jewish 
policy, September 1939-March 1942 (Lincoln and Jerusalem: University of Nebraska 
Press and Yad Vashem, 2004) 
 
Cesarini, David, Final solution: The fate of the Jews 1933-1949 (London: Macmillan, 
2016) 
 
Evans, Richard J., The coming of the Third Reich (London: Penguin, 2003); The Third 
Reich in power, 1933-1939 (London: Penguin, 2005); The Third Reich at war, 1939-
1945 (London: Penguin, 2008) 
 
Friedlander, Saul, Nazi Germany and the Jews:  The years of persecution, 1933-1939 
(New York: HarperCollins, 1997); The years of extermination, Nazi Germany and the 
Jews, 1939-1945 (New York: HarperCollins, 2007) 
 
Klemperer, Victor, I will bear witness: A diary of the Nazi years, 1933-1945, 2 vols (New 
York: Random House, 1998) 
 
Reichental, Tomi, I was a boy in Belsen (Dublin: O’Brien Press, 2011)  
 
Other Reading:  
Arad, Yitzhak, Israel Gutman and Abraham Margaliot, Documents on the Holocaust: 
Selected sources on the destruction of the Jews of Germany and Austria, Poland and 
the Soviet Union (Lincoln and London, and Jerusalem: University of Nebraska Press, 
1999) 
 
Bankier, David (ed), Probing the depths of German antisemitism: German society and 
the persecution the of the Jews, 1933-1941 (New York, Oxford, Jerusalem: 
Bergahn/Yad Vashem/Leo Baeck Institute, 2000) 
 
Friedlander, Henry, The origins of the Nazi genocide: From euthanasia to the Final 
Solution (Chapel Hill and London: University of North Carolina Press, 1995) 
 
German History, Journal in College Library, published four times a year 
 
Kershaw, Ian, Hitler, 1889-1936: hubris (London: Penguin, 1998); Hitler, 1936-1945: 
nemesis (London: Penguin, 2000) 
 
Levi, Primo, The drowned and the saved (London: Abacus, 2013) 
 
Noakes, Jeremy and Geoffrey Pridham (eds), Nazism 1919-1945: A documentary 
reader, 4 vols  (Exeter: University of Exeter Press, 2010) 
 
Snyder, Timothy, Bloodlands: Europe between Hitler and Stalin (London: Bodley Head, 
2010); Black Earth: The Holocaust as history and warning (London: Bodley Head, 2015) 
 
Wachsmann, Nikolaus, KL: A history of the Nazi concentration camps (New York: 
Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 2015)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
Wiesel, Elie, Night (London, 2006) 
 



Websites 
 
www.auschwitz.org 
 
www.ushmm.org 
 
www.yadvashem.org 
 
www.yivoenclopedia.org 
 
Essential Viewing: 
Lanzmann, Claude, ‘Shoah’ (London: Eureka, 2015, Blu-ray format) This nine-and-a-
half hour documentary (filmed 1974-1985) is of exceptional importance on the 
Holocaust. It comprises a series of searing interviews with key Holocaust victims who 
survived the worst of the death camps (and all of whom are now dead). Perpetrators 
and bystanders are also interviewed. 

Module Physical Resource 
Requirements  

Lecture Hall, PowerPoint, DVD and internet access 

  

http://www.auschwitz.org/
http://www.ushmm.org/
http://www.yadvashem.org/
http://www.yivoenclopedia.org/


 


