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Section A: Headline Information 

Module title Johannine Writings 

Module NFQ level (only if an NFQ level 
can be demonstrated) 

8 

Module number/reference TBC  

Module Co-ordinator Fearghus Ó Fearghail 

Parent programme(s)  BA (Honours) in Arts and Humanities 

Stage of parent programme 4 

Semester (semester1/semester2 if 
applicable) 

2 

Module credit units (FET/HET/ECTS) ECTS 

Module credit number of units 5 

List the teaching and learning modes Lectures, essays, short presentations to be uploaded on Moodle 

Entry requirements (statement of 
knowledge, skill and competence) 

Successful completion of Stage 3 of the programme or equivalent is 
required.    

Pre-requisite module titles Stage 3: Synoptic Gospels 

Co-requisite module titles N/A 

Is this a capstone module? (Yes or No) No 

Specification of the qualifications 
(academic, pedagogical and 
professional/occupational) and 
experience required of staff (staff 
includes workplace personnel who are 
responsible for learners such as 
apprentices, trainees and learners in 
clinical placements)   

Module co-ordinators, lecturers and tutors must have a minimum 
Level 9 qualification in Theology 

Maximum number of learners per 
module 

60  

Duration of the module 1 Semester 

Average (over the duration of the 
module) of the contact hours per week 
(see * below) 

2 

Module-specific physical resources and 
support required per centre (or 
instance of the module) 

Lecture Hall, computer and projector, internet access to web 
resources (text and versions of biblical books; maps of Palestine), 
access to Moodle.   

Analysis of required learning effort 

*Effort while in contact with staff  
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Section B: Module Descriptor 

Rationale for Inclusion of 
the Module in the 
Programme and its 
Contribution to the 
Overall IPLOs  

Introduces learners to the reading, analysis and interpretation of literary and 
religious texts, in this case, the Johannine corpus (gospel, letters, apocalypse), and 
as such contributes to the Programme’s aims of developing critical, analytical and 
interpretative skills. 

Module Aims and 
Objectives  

• That the learner would have a knowledge of the social and religious background 
of the Johannine corpus of writing. 

• That the learner would have an appreciation of the literary composition of the 
Fourth gospel and of the presentation of the figure of Jesus in the fourth gospel 
including his self presentation (ego-eimi sayings),  

• That the learner would be familiar with the personal encounters between Jesus 
and various individuals throughout the gospel, and the author’s dramatic 
presentation of the Passion, death and Resurrection of Jesus. 

• That the learner would have a knowledge of the Johannine letters and their 
purpose and concerns. 



• That the learner would  be familiar with the origins of apocalyptic writing and of 
the language, symbolism and message of the Book of Revelation and its 
enduring influence in history and literature 

Minimum Module 
Learning Outcomes  

On successful completion of this module, learners should be able to: 

1. Evaluate theories of the origins of the Johannine Corpus of writing and 
issues of  authorship. (MIPLO 1) 

2. Comment in detail on a variety of Johannine texts (prologue; encounter 
stories; passion narrative, resurrection stories). (MIPLO 2) 

3. Compare significant encounters in John’s gospel between Jesus and other 
individuals. (MIPLO 5) 

4. Interpret apocalyptic writing. (MIPLO 1) 

Information Provided to 
Learners about the 
Module  

College Prospectus specifies module name, stage and ECTS. 
 
College website and programme handbook to contain (in addition to above) short 
description of module content, module learning outcomes, prerequisite modules, 
and assessment mechanisms. 
 
Module handbook to contain (in addition to above) schedule of classes and topics, 
detailed assessment information with titles and submission dates, full bibliography 
and list of learning resources. 
 
Diploma Supplement contains module name, code, stage and ECTS. 

Module Content, 
Organisation and 
Structure  

The Johannine Community; introduction to the Johannine writings: questions of 
authorship, origin, date, language and style, imagery, literary genre. 

The fourth gospel: Structure, sources, plot, theology,  

Close reading of individual texts: prologue, encounters between Jesus and various 
individuals; the interpretation of these texts and their impact on the reader. 

Examine portraits of Jesus, John the Baptist, Mary, Mary of Magdala, the apostles, 
Pilate. 

Letters of John and their contribution to the Johannine corpus. 

Revelation: apocalyptic, language and style, symbolism, purpose, enduring 
influence 

Module Teaching and 
Learning Strategy  

The content of this module is delivered in lectures which are also made available on 
Moodle along with Powerpoint presentations and other material relevant to the 
module. 

Work-Based Learning and 
Practice-Placement  

N/A 

E-Learning  Moodle is used for the delivery of the subject matter – lectures and Powerpoint 
presentations - and for engaging learners who will upload essays and brief 
presentations on topics to be assigned. 

Specifications for Module 
Staffing Requirements  

Staff:Learner ratio is typical of the overall programme approach with a maximum of 
60 learners 



Staffing requirements: 1 lecturer with teaching and/or research competence in the 
relevant area. 

Module Summative and 
Formative Assessment 
Strategy  

Assessment of this module is by examination, essay and short presentation to be 
uploaded on Moodle. 

An essay of 750-1,000 words with bibliography – part of CA and formative (30%) 
(IMLO 1, 2, 3, 4) 
 
Presentation of a selected topic to be uploaded on Moodle – CA and formative 
(10%). (MIMLO 1) 
 
An examination of 2 hours duration in which two questions will be answered – 
summative form of assessment (60%). (MIMLO 1, 3, 4) 

Sample Assessment 
Materials  

Essays:  
1. The Prologue of John and its relationship to the rest of the fourth gospel. 
2. Comment in detail on one of the encounters between Jesus and an 

individual and compare that encounter to another. 
 
Exams: 

1. The Prologue of John’s gospel is united around one basic theme – the person 
of Christ. Comment 

2. Comment in detail on an encounter that was not the subject of your essay 
during the year, choosing one from the following: the encounter between 
Jesus and Nicodemus in Jn 3, between Jesus and the Samaritan woman in 
Jn 4, between Jesus and the man born blind in Jn 9 and between Jesus and 
the sisters of Lazarus in Jn 11. 

3. A striking aspect of the fourth gospel’s portrayal of Jesus is the evangelist’s 
emphasis on Jesus’ majesty and royal dignity in the trial before Pilate and in 
the crucifixion and burial scenes. Discuss. 

4. Comment on the presentation of the Paraclete in John 14-16 (cf. John 4:16-
17, 25-26; 15:26-27; 16:7–11, 13–15). 

5. Comment on the personal encounter between Mary Magdalene and the 
risen Lord in John 20:11-18. 

Reading Lists and Other 
Information Resources  

Aune, D.E. The New Testament in its Literary Environment, (Philadelphia: Fortress, 
1989)  
 
Brown, Raymond E., The Gospel of John, 2 vols, Anchor Bible 29, (Garden City New 
York: Doubleday, 1966, 1970) 
  
Brown, Raymond E. Moloney, Francis J., An Introduction to the Gospel of John, (New 
York/London: Doubleday, 2003) 
  
Carter, Warren, John: storyteller, interpreter, evangelist, (Peabody Mass: 
Hendrickson, 2006) 
 
Culpepper, R.A., Anatomy of the Fourth Gospel, A Study of Literary Design, 
(Philadelphia; Fortress, 1983) 
 



Johnson, Luke Timothy, The Writings of the New Testament, An Interpretation, 
(London; SCM, 1986) 
 
Moloney, Francis J., Harrington, Daniel J., The Gospel of John, (Sacra Pagina, 
Collegeville MN: Liturgical Press, 1998. 
 
Mullins, Michael, The Gospel of John: A commentary, (Blackrock, Co. Dublin: 
Columba, 2003) 
 
Neyrey, Jerome H., The Gospel of John (Cambridge: CUP, 2007) 
 
Pryor, J.W., John: Evangelist of the Covenant People,  The Narrative and Themes of 
the Fourth Gospel, (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 1992) 
 
Rensberger, D., Overcoming the World. Politics and Community in the Gospel of 
John, (London: SPCK, 1988) 

Module Physical Resource 
Requirements  

Lecture Hall, computer, screen, white board; internet access in lecture hall for 
Moodle, biblical texts, other internet resources. 

 


